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Costa Rica is world famous for the stunning diversity of its bird life. Includes bird lists by region and

by season, bird specialties at specific sites, checklist for birds of Costa Rica, travel routes and tour

maps, and accommodations and local guiding information.
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This is a good little birding site guide, not a species identification field guide. This would be very

helpful in planning a birding trip to Costa Rica and gives information for about 75+ sites with a good

introduction to birding Costa Rica in the beginning. Here too is a table on pgs. 20-22 called

"Characteristics of Major Birding Destinations". This table groups destinations with accomodations

in the different sections of the country (NE, NW, SE, SW, highlands, lowlands. It details

accessibility, cost, comfort, guide availability, and difficulty of birding.The book is arranged in

chapters for each region of the country with details of the birding sites including excellent maps

(better than most site guides I have seen) and written directions. The birding accounts are first

person and folksy and make for easy and yet absorbing reading and are enhanced with many black

and white location photos. There are also bird lists for each site that tend towards the more

expected commonly seen species rather than an extensive checklist for all species located at the

site. Each site does have a list provided of the birds the author found when he was there including

notations of their abundance and the season that he visited. Some sites have additional checklists

provided by the lodges or other birders.There are brief mentions of a few sites in neighboring

Nicaragua and Panama at the end of the book and two appendices the first is a complete list of



birds of Costa Rica in checklist order and grouped according to location with notes on abundance,

habitat and elevation. The second is a a seven day checklist for your trip.
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